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Late Travel

All prices on this page are per
person based on two travelling
together and sharing a room
unless stated otherwise.

British Isles

6Half-term deals for two adults and two
children sharing a family roomare on
offer at St Brides SpaHotel, overlooking
Carmarthen Bay in Saundersfoot,
Pembrokeshire. Prices for the roomand
breakfast are £150 a night, provided
guests stay for at least two.Walking,
biking, riding and fishing are available
near by.01834 812304

6 Tonight and tomorrow, and formany
consecutive nights nextmonth,
MiddlethorpeHall, on the outskirts of
York and one of threeHistoric House
Hotels in theUK, has a three-course
dinner and B&B for £99 a night. Use of
the spa is included.01904641241

6 TheNewForest is best enjoyed in the
autumn colours and until the end of next
month, two pretty thatched cottages in a
woodland setting are available at a
discountwith Hideawayswhen four or
fewer people share. The Lodge, in
GodshillWood, costs £305 for aweek
andUndercastle Cottage inWoodGreen
is £646.01747 828170

6A Bonfire Night party, with fireworks,
hot toddies, chocolate and sausage rolls
on the beach, is on offer at the Rosevine,

near Portscatho, southCornwall. A
two-bedroomapartment for two adults
and two children costs £390 for the
weekend of November 5 and 6, with
activities, suppers for adults and use of
the pool; a studio for two adults and a
toddler is £300.01872 580206

6 The Barceló Imperial Hotel in
Blackpool has a special Bonfire Night
rate of rooms for two from£77 on
November 5. Guests can enjoy the
spectacular fireworks show and bonfire,
held a short distance from the hotel, and
receive a goody bag.01253 623971

6Guy Fawkes Night is also the start of a
calmer breakwith HF Holidays: a guided
three-nightwalking trip based in
Alnmouth,Northumberland. With full
board in a country house andwalks on
themoors and along the coast, it costs
from£198.0845 4707558

Short haul

6Half-term coincideswith the last week
of the season for Ionian Island Holidays,
which has plenty of deals on offer, based
on four sharing. They range from£323
for aweek in a two-bedroom apartment
in Fiskardo, Cephalonia, to £395 in a
two-bedroomvilla with a pool, car hire
andwelcome hamper in Ithaca. Flats for
twoon Cephalonia are £359 per person
with car hire. Flights fromGatwick and
Manchester are included.
020-84590777

6Aweek’s five-star break in Luxor is
reduced to £395, a £200 saving, with

OlympicHolidays. Fly fromManchester
onNovember 1 and transfer for B&B in
the Pyramisa Isis Hotel, set in extensive
gardens beside theNile andwith a large
pool.0844 5762386

6 Looking beyond the beaches to
ancient farm trails, tomato plantations
andmountain villages is on the itinerary
for aweek’s walking tour ofGrand
Canarywith Explore. It starts with a
flight fromHeathrow onNovember 7
and costs £771with all transport, guiding
andB&B.0844 4990901

6Amore sedate break on the same
island is lowcostholidays.com’s deal of
the day: an all-inclusive week at the
three-star Parque Golf Bungalows in
Maspalomas from£285, with a flight
fromBirminghamonNovember 10.
0800 1116271

6 Beware Berlin fromNovember 3 to 6
when it hosts the second electronic
dancemusic festival, BerMuDa (Berlin
Music and Dance), with DJs and bands
performing at clubs across the city. If
this strikes a chordwith you, Corona
Holidays has a three-night break from
November 3 from£171, with a flight from
Stansted and B&B in the three-star
GrandCity Hotel Berlin Zentrum, close to
many clubs.01582 390939

6 If coverage of the Canaletto exhibition
in London has encouraged you to see
the buildings that inspiredmany of his
works, Citalia has a three-night break in
Venice for £199. It starts with a flight
fromGatwick onNovember 24 for B&B
in the Hotel Ca’ Fortuny, tenminutes
fromStMark’s Square.0844 4151956

Long haul

6 Theme park fans can take advantage
of a 25 per cent saving on aweek’s trip to
Orlandowith Jetsave.With a Virgin
Atlantic flight onNovember 24 from
Gatwick, car hire and a room in Rosen
Inn on International Drive, a short
distance fromWalt DisneyWorld Resort,
it costs from£499.0871 6640294

6A 15-nightCaribbean cruise is from
£999withGill’s Cruise Centre. Fly on
November 15 fromGatwick to Barbados
to board Sea Princess and call at
Grenada, Curaçao, Tortola, Antigua, St
Lucia and other islands.0845 6582323

Old Lanwarnick, our Property of the Month, has a fascinating history that dates back to the Domesday Book. Riding is available or guests can bring their own horse

Late deals Three nights in Venice for £199; a week in Orlando from £499; a 15-night Caribbean cruise from £999

Derelict barns have been transformed into five-star cottages
TonyDawe

Hidden away down the narrowest of
lanes, with grass in the middle, and on
the side of a peaceful valley in
Cornwall, stands an imposing line of
converted barns, described on televi-
sion in 2008 as “just a pile of bricks”.
Today Hob Nob and Rainbow
Cottage are five-star holiday homes
while Honey Pot and Spice Barn, two
cosy cottages for couples, are rated
four-star byVisitBritain. All have avail-
ability through Blue Chip Holidays in
the coming weeks as crisp autumn
weather paints the surrounding coun-
tryside into russet, gold and faded
green.
The rebirth of Old Lanwarnick,
listed in theDomesdayBook, is as fasci-
nating as the properties themselves.
The 34-acre site, five miles inland from
the fishing and holiday centres of Looe
andPolperro, was bought by Jo Somer-
set-Wood, a developer, and Mike
Harvey, a builder, both experienced in
renovating historic buildings.
They started on the farmhouse,
which has 16th-century features and is
now their home, then in March 2008
began work on the barns, under the
intrusive gaze of the House Wreck
Rescue TV show. Looking at the main
building, now Hob Nob, with water
coming through the roof, and at the
crumbling corrugated iron-covered
shell beside it (Rainbow Cottage), the
presenter, Gary McCausland, said:
“This is a rebuild, not a refurb; it is just a
pile of bricks.”
During the rebuild Harvey retained
and added to the stone walls and
restored the scissor beams so that
today the pale-painted walls and
varnished beams give a spacious feel to
the rooms. Both these properties are
upside down, with bedrooms on the
ground floor and lounges and dining
areas upstairs.
Watching the early morning sun
light up the woods and fields full of
sheep on the opposite side of the valley
while enjoying a first cup of tea, makes
for an uplifting start to the day.
As it progresses, the choice of activi-
ties is wide. A hundred yards up a track,
fine horses, including a Haflinger and

an Irish draught, await those eager for
a ride through the lanes, across hills
and beside streams. Guests with horses
are even invited to bring their own for
the holiday and have them stabled.
For those who prefer to set out on
two legs, perhaps accompanied by their
pet dogs, which are also welcome at
Old Lanwarnick, the local walks are
challenging but rewarding. The South
West Coast Path, meandering above
delightful bays all the way from Rame
Head to Fowey, is a short drive away
and all the nearby ports offer boat trips.
On their return, guests can head for

the spacious hot tub in a barn below the
cottages, which also boasts a splendid
view over the valley, or for a whirlpool
bath in their own properties.
Parents with children for whom the
joys of nature are insufficient can
amuse them with activities ranging
from crabbing on the quayside at Looe
to go-karting and zip-wiring at centres
a few miles away near Liskeard. Close
by is PorfellWildlife Park & Sanctuary.
Hob Nob, the main barn with a
master bedroom, double and twin-
bedded rooms, and an enclosed
garden, is available from November 6

untilDecember 4 for £589 for aweekor
£420 for three nights.
SpiceBarn, thenewest andmost styl-
ish of the cottages, costs from £276 for
three nights and £384 for a week
between November 9 and 20. Honey
Pot, which also sleeps two, costs from
£241 for three nights and £311 for six in
mid-November. Rainbow Cottage,
with one double bedroom and one
single downstairs, is from £312 for three
nights and £435 for aweek nextmonth.
6www.bluechipholidays.co.uk
—0844 7044987
www.listedluxury.co.uk

Hob Nob in this reborn Cornish hideaway

Book early . . .

6 Six nights in a ski resort in the
FrenchAlps are on offer from£226,
based on four sharing, with flights
fromGatwick andManchester on
January 9. The self-catering deal with
directski.com is based in a residence
in La Plagne, above.0800 3580448


